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Cutthroat is a woman-centric music
magazine that aims to promote and
portray the diversity, attitudes, and styles
of women In the music industry. To do this,
Cutthroat utilizes bold colors, eye-catching
Imagery, funky typography and covers a
range of artists from different genres and
backgrounds.




MOOD

Inspiration Board

When looking for inspiration, | wanted to create
a rebellious but feminine vibe. For my mood
board, | tried to find images that had a feeling of
confidence and attitude to reflect the confidence
and attitudes of women in music, such as Rico
Nasty who | focused on for my feature article. |
also wanted my images to have a pink cast over
them to create a cohesive color palette going
forward. For typographic inspiration, | focused
on finding typography that had structure but still
had unique elements that broke convention. |
used this concept going forward to influence my
type for both of my articles.
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TYPEFACE PAIRINGS

Process

For type pairings, | wanted to combine bold and
fun typeface with a more reserved and legible
typeface for the body copy. | also was looking
for fonts that were fun without being too tacky
or out there because | still wanted there to be
an element of sophistication. Through trial and
error, | was able to find a few pairings that | could
see being successful and eventually narrowed it
down to one.

Paralucent Text + Helvetica Neue

gt

RICO NASTY

One of the most spirited voices in rap
got to where she is by trying on different
identities, Now she just has to be herself,

By: Tasbeeh Herweas
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“] gtarted doing shit the way | like to do it ‘cause | got
tired of waiting on everybody else to do shit for me.™
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~ RIGO NASTY

One of the most spirited voices in rap got to where
she is by trying on different identities. Now she just
has to be hersalf.

By: Tasheeh Hernees
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That, she maye, & whon Masis Kelly bacams Rico: Masty:

“I started doing shit the way | like to do it ‘cause
| got tired of waiting on everybody else to do shit
for me.”
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RICO NASTY

One of the most spirited voices in rap got to
where she is by trying on different identities.
Now she just has to be herself.,

Bwi Tasheel Herwees
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That, shun amyn, ia whan Maris Eally became Rico Moty

“I started doing shit the way Tlike to do it ‘canse T got timed
of wailing on everybody else to do shit for me"
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RICO NASTY

One of the most spirited voices in rap got to where

she is by tryying on different identities. Now she just

has to be herself.

By: Tasbeeh Herwees
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RICO NASTY

One of the most spirited voices in rap got to where
she is by trying on different identities. Now she just
has to be herself.

By: Toabaah Harwees

When she was in sieih grade, her parenis enrcled her in s basrding schoolin Baimone, in

the hopss of proyrding her 8 betisr educaiian than the one her echool diestnct ofersd. & bos

—
heema. Aftar Tiraa w0 s, whan she vwas 14, 8 boy named Manne? imdad bar ousida b 5k

would pick For up e @ kecal ree winfy ek anl ratum b

weed She was 1o yourgs she sayvs. she didn't meen know how 1o use a kghier Tre pair got

caught st & bus wiop. They weren | mewn stoned yet

ot e thee wo et part phou iL

she aiys — bl i wis eapebed ordd send back 10 a publc schoal near e
Theai, sha say%, is when Mark Kelly became Rico Masty

“I started doing shit te vy | ke 1o do It 'cawse | got tied of waiting on evervbody else
& do ahit for ma”

Phatogranher Kolie Moy Fashion B Shibon Fanaady

4y

Realist Wide +DIN 2014

it

RICO NASTY

One of the most spirited voices in rap got to
where she is by trying on different identities.

Mow she just has to be herself,

By: Tasbeeh Herwees

Whan sha was in sicth grada, har parenis anrollad her in a boarding school in Balb
mare, in the hopes of providing her 2 better education than the one her =chool district
alfared, A bus wiould pick e up Trom @ Locel rec center ey wiek and return ber 1
spend waskands a1 homa, Afer thrae yesrs, whan she was 14, 3 boy namad Martinez
imated her ouisice to smoke weed. She was =0 young, she =) didr't even Enoe
T [ s i lighier. The pair ool caughi a1 & bus S1ep. Thesy weren'l e stoned vet
— “and rhat vias the worst par sboun £, she says — but sha was sapelled and sem
back toa public school near homa,

Tha, she Say's: |5 whan Maria Kelly became Rico Nasty
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RICO NASTY

One of the most spirited voices in rap
got to where she is by trying on different
identities. Now she just has to be herself.

By: Tasbeeh Herwees
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TYPEFACE PAIRINGS

Germania One + Georgia

Although | was stuck between a few pairings,
when | started applying them in the context of
my publication, the Germania One and Georgia
pairing worked the best in my eyes and also
seemed the most unique. The decorative feeling
of Germania One contrasts, but still corresponds
to the simple serif font, Georgia, creating a
balance. | also liked how Germania One made
a statement and created its own presence that
| didn’t see in some of the other typefaces |
was looking at. Overall, | found that this pairing
reflected the mood and goal of my publication
the best.

Araphic |

Germania One + Georgia

RICO NASTY

One of the most spirited voices in rap got to
where she is by trying on different identities.
Now she just has to be herself.
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tired of waiting on everybody else to do shit for me.”
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GRID SYSTEM

4 x 5 Grid

| chose a 7 collumn, 8 row grid to allow for more
flexibility for my work since | wanted to use lots
of shifting text and variables. Additionally | have
a half inch margin and a baseline grid to further
organize and tighten up my work.
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PROCESS

Cover Design

When working on my cover design, | stuck with
similar typography for each of them and tried
to have that type mirror the style of what | had
used for my articles. | played more with color and
image to find a cover that | thought best fit the
vibe | was going for without being too similar to
the spreads.
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FINAL

Cover Design

| chose the black iteration of my cover because
| thought it packed the best punch. For this
composition, | mimicked the editing seen in
the rest of the magazine (pink cast with grain)
and utilized vertical type to add more interest.
Additionally, | decided to have the type bleed
slightly off the page to create another layer of
complexity and make the cover more dynamic in
general. Because the image has such a powerful
presence, | aimed to make the rest of the cover,
through color and typography, have the same
feeling.
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PROCESS
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FINAL

Interview Article

For my final iteration of the interview article,
| made a few changes to make it really pop.
After a few critiques, | found that some of the
overlapping text was hard to read. To aid this,
| added a translucent orange graphic element
behind the text and carried it out throughout to
keep consistency. Additionally, | tweaked the text
to fix spacing issues and changed the orange
shade a bit to better correspond to the rest of the
magazine.
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this quarantine period?
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PROCESS

Feature Article

My feature article, which | made first took a lot of
exploration until | figured out a system that could
work. When | started, | wasn’t really sure what |
wanted to do with the typography and only re-
ally had the color and imagery set. After working
more on it, | decided to work with shifting and
overlapping type. At first, it lacked consistency,
so | worked on making the details and spacial
relations more refined which led to the last set on
this page. Additionally, | added a light texture to
the last one to mirror the image editing.
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FINAL

One of the most spirited voices in rap got “If 1 fuck up at this stage in my career,
| don’t have the kind of fans that will

disappear if | made o mistake™

to where she is by trying on different

Featu re Ar-ti cl e ' identities. Now she just has to be herself.

After a lot of trial and error, | created my final ver-
sion. | added the pink block graphic elements to
further emphasize the overlapping type (like in
the interview article). | found that this added an
extra pop and help integrate the type, imagery,
and pink background. Additionally, | changed the

title on the starter page some to make it work e _ o e % sy e ndoey emn ] “] was a wild-ass bitch. Like, imagine my 14-year-
. e : 5 ¢ e digem iyt g ; P i old. | wish Cam fucking would,” she tells me, talking
better with my new changes. o ¢ £ : ~ poith s Rl : N oty reighbertoods n the courer; wih about her son, now 2 years old. “l would take his

weed so fast, like, Who do you fucking think you
are, You little shit? You think this shit is a game?
Your brain cells are my brain cells.”

CUTTHROAT

“Uhen | started rapping, | was like,
I’'ma change my name hefore | be-
come famous. And that didn’t hap-
pen. I didn’t have time”

“I"ve been Rico since 10th grade,” she says. “And a lot of
shit comes with being Rico. Her life is a lot different than
Maria’s. Maria was afraid of everything. Like, afraid of the
dumbest shit. Like roller consters.”
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FINAL

Body of Work

Overall, for my system | decided to use one that
involved overlapping typography, bold color,
graphic elements, shifting text, and ocassionally
some vertical type. By combining these elements
| wanted to make my publication really reflect
and add to the artists | was covering (who both
have outgoing, bold aesthetics) and the mood of
my magazine in general. To get rid of monotony
between the two articles, | made the interview
article’s typography opposite of the feature
articles’. To achieve this, | made the text collumns
vertical and had them move vertically across the
page instead of horizontally. In addition to this, |
made the feature article’s starter page have more
vertical text as well as a solid background piece
whereas with my interview article’s starter page
utilizes a full bleed image with large, horizontal
text reaching edge to edge.
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“If | fuck up at this stage in my career,
1 don’t have the kind of fans that will
disappear if | made a mistake”

One of the most spirited voices in rap got
to where she is by trying on different
identities. Now she just has to be herself.
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touch vith them; while waiting in line for the bathrooms at

“When | started rapping, | was like,
I’'ma change my name hefore | be-
come famous. And that didn’t hap-
pen. | didn’t have time”

How. are you finding
this quoronting period?

What’s your advice

people who are finding

isolition u struggle?

You also paid for a Cardi B, among oth-
fan’s funeral re- ots, hus hen critical
cently. How would of the US govern-
you describe your ment’s handling of
relationship  with Covir-19. Whot are
Your thoughts on how
the government hos
ucted ond reacted to
what is huppening?

“ dort know vhat to

‘Lepliulk uhot your’
seg=positive persona.
Is it o charocter or
how you truly feel?

Before we get to your
what T be talking. Men are
free to do what they vaut to
“Suge, are you still hop- do, date whosver they want
to date and ymmen should

most recent release,

to ! S Before we get to your ing to drop your album

| imost recent relense, progerly in 2020?

‘Sugn’, ure you stil

ihopin g to drop your l-

tum properlg in2020? m albvm.Thisi;khep 5 el : . E::n this
time to start becanse before S

wihat T want to say, this is
how I want to act. I really

other people want

them to live and to start to
live for themselves. Cos I'm

JuMadeDaBeat from Dallas,

and el

on the album.”

CUTTHROAT

What does the word
“feminism’ mean to you?

Were you ever made
to feel conscious of
your height?

love being tall, L like the air
uphere [aughs]”

Growing up in on
all-female household
must have given you o
powerful perspective

“Well, my mum and my
dad were together and he
passed away when I was 1
He was super supp

He held me up to such a

You’ve previously or-
gunised beach clean-
ups. What else would
you like to do around
the environment?

maks a litfle dent in the
rd, It's commen se
Don't be fuddng litter

add topallution.”

“1 wos o wild-ass bitch. Like, imagine my 14-year-
old. | wish Cam fucking would,” she tells me, talking
about her son, now 2 years old. “l would take his
weed so fost, like, Who do you fucking think you
are, you little shit? You think this shit is a game?
Your brain cells are my brain cells.”

UORLE10S1-313S dUldna WngT1y m3U Y HUIGH0IIY
B 3383 dn-IHUW BUI0H I‘AFUoW AYmy BUINIY SI

You ulso held on
all-gender beauty con-
test. fire these steps
towards the hind of
inclusivity that you'd
like to see in rap?

Py} ayn) undI I

ah, so it was a scholar-

ship pageant and T'm

wazt to help out

matter what

adoy | pup g 3ang Jawwng 419 30

HYS 1119 10H

preference is.

p aany und auohiana buidoy w,

CUTTHROAT
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REFLECTION

01.
What are the strengths of your
final design?

| think my design in strong in that it has a solid system through-
out and the color and imagery reflects the mood | was going for
well. Additionally, | think it grew a lot from where | started.

04.
Did you struggle at any point during
the design process?

Yes, | definitely got stuck a few times throughout, especially
starting. | had a hard time trying to translate my ideas into my
design. | created a pretty clear vision from the start but it was
difficult for me to reflect that with typography and composition.

02.
What weaknesses do you see
in your final design?

| think my design is weak in that it could’ve been pushed

more from the start to really reflect my moodboard in a
typographic sense. | really think it could’ve benefitted from more
experimentation in the beginning phases.

05.
Was there anything you wish you had
more time to work on?

| think | would like more time to experiment with different ideas
since | didn’t really get my system together until later and got
less time to try things out as a result.

03.
Did you thrive at any point during the
design process?

Yes, definitely thrived when | had a breakthrough with my first
article. | think figuring out that first article’s system and becom-
ing happier with it made me excited to move forward. | also really
enjoyed making the moodboard and figuring out the aesthetic |
wanted to have throughout.

06.
Was there anything you felt wasn’t
explored or further explained?

| would’ve liked to explore more experimental forms of
typography but | definitely learned more about formatting and
using grids, especially using a baseline grid.
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